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Imagine you are at a gala in a massive ballroom. Music is playing, the air is filled with laughter, and you 

see glasses floating in the air, chairs moving on their own, and carpets sinking under the weight of 

feet you cannot see. For every person you see dancing, there are twenty others who are completely 

invisible, yet they are there, taking up space and nudging everyone else. This is, literally, the state 

of our universe. Everything we know—the stars, your dog, your morning coffee, and the most distant 

galaxies—represents barely 5% of reality. The other 95% is an absolute mystery composed of two 

ghostly forces: dark matter and dark energy.

For decades, scientists have felt like blind detectives trying to solve the crime of the century. We know 

dark matter is there because its gravity holds galaxies together like an invisible glue. Without it, stars 

would fly off into space like a carousel chain snapping at full speed. On the other hand, dark energy 

is even stranger: it is a kind of 'antigravity' that is stretching space itself, causing galaxies to pull away 

from each other faster and faster.
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But how on earth do you study something that emits no light, reflects no heat, and passes through 

walls as if they didn't exist? The answer is as epic as a science fiction movie. We have built the most 

extreme laboratories on the planet: from noble gas tanks buried miles beneath mountains to giant 

particle colliders that recreate the Big Bang in miniature. We are in a race against time to capture a 

single particle of this 'invisible kingdom.' Scientists are risking entire careers and billion-dollar budgets 

to answer one single question: What is the cosmos actually made of?

• We search in abandoned gold mines to escape the noise of the sky.

• We use magnets more powerful than the Earth's magnetic field to deflect the invisible.

• We launch telescopes into deep space to map the nothingness.

What we are about to discover could change our understanding of reality forever. Are you ready to 

descend into the depths of the Earth and travel to the edges of space to hunt cosmic ghosts? Because 

the real question isn't whether they exist, but what will happen to us when we finally manage to catch 

one.

The Quest in Absolute Silence
To catch a ghost, you first have to go somewhere where nothing else can disturb you. Imagine you 

are trying to hear a person's whisper in the middle of a heavy metal concert. Impossible, right? Well, 

the Earth's surface is exactly like that rock concert. We are constantly bombarded by cosmic 'noise': 

particles from the sun, gamma rays, and radiation that pass through our bodies every second. For dark 

matter, this noise is deafening.

That is why the hunters of the invisible have moved underground. In places like the Sanford Laboratory 

in an old gold mine in South Dakota, or beneath Gran Sasso in Italy, scientists have built temples 

of technological silence. They use miles of solid rock as a natural shield to stop the rain of common 

particles. Down there, in total darkness, sits the LZ experiment (LUX-ZEPLIN). It is a gigantic tank filled 

with seven tons of liquid xenon, an extremely pure noble gas.

The idea is simple yet brilliant: if a dark matter particle (which scientists call a WIMP) hits the nucleus 

of a xenon atom, it will produce a tiny flash of light. It is like waiting for an invisible fly to crash into a 

massive glass spiderweb. So far, the silence has been absolute, but detectors are becoming increasingly 

sensitive. We are waiting for that single 'click' that tells us we are not alone in the void.
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The Grand Collider: Manufacturing the Invisible
While some wait beneath the mountains, others have decided to take the path of brute force. On the 

border between Switzerland and France, CERN operates the Large Hadron Collider (LHC), the most 

complex machine ever built by human beings. If we cannot find dark matter naturally, we are going to 

try to manufacture it!

Think of it this way: it is like smashing two luxury watches together at the speed of light to see what 

pieces fly out. Scientists launch protons at each other at incredible speeds. Upon impact, energy is 

transformed into mass (recalling Einstein's famous equation E=mc²), creating new particles that did not 

exist a millisecond before. How do we know if we made dark matter if it is invisible? By the 'absence.'

Physicists add up all the energy before the crash and compare it with the energy after the crash. If 

something is missing, if there is a 'trace of nothing' escaping the detector, it is very likely that we have 

created a dark matter particle. It is like watching a video of an explosion and noticing a piece of debris 

flying off to one side, but there is nothing visible pushing it. That void is our most valuable clue.

Dark Energy: The Map of Expansion
If dark matter is the glue, dark energy is the uncontrolled expansion. It is as if space itself were a rubber 

band that someone is stretching harder and harder. To understand this, we don't look down; we look up 

and very far away. The Euclid Space Telescope, recently launched by the European Space Agency, has 

a mission that seems crazy: to create the largest 3D map of the universe.

Euclid is observing billions of galaxies to see how they have moved over 10 billion years. By analyzing 

the way these galaxies cluster or drift apart, scientists can measure the strength of dark energy. It is 

like studying ripples on the surface of an ocean to understand what is happening in the depths. We also 

have DESI (Dark Energy Spectroscopic Instrument) in Arizona, which uses 5,000 tiny robots to point 

fiber optics at distant galaxies, capturing their light 'fingerprint' to see how fast they are fleeing from us.

Why Should We Care?
You might think: 'All this sounds great, but how does knowing if there's xenon glowing under a mountain 

change my life?'. The answer is that every time humanity has discovered an invisible force, our civilization 

has taken a quantum leap. When we understood electromagnetism, we moved from candles to the 

Internet. When we understood the atom, we changed medicine and energy forever.

Understanding the 95% of the universe that we are currently missing is not just a scientific curiosity; it is 

discovering the rules of the game in which we live. We are living on the surface of a deep, dark ocean, 

and we are just beginning to dip our toes in the water. Dark matter could be the key to interstellar travel, 
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or dark energy could reveal the final fate of everything that exists: will the universe expand until it rips 

apart, or will it collapse upon itself?

We are on the threshold of the greatest scientific revolution in history. Every time we turn on a detector 

or launch a satellite, we are lighting a small flashlight in the largest, darkest room we have ever known. 

The Kingdom of the Invisible is calling us, and for the first time, we have the tools to answer. The mystery 

is still there, waiting to be solved. And you, do you dare to keep looking into the darkness?
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