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October 1943. The United States is at war, German submarines stalk the Atlantic, and according to 

legend the Navy is preparing something that sounds less like military strategy and more like black magic 

in uniform: making an entire destroyer invisible. The ship is the USS Eldridge, code DE-173. The scene, 

retold for decades, has every ingredient of a forbidden file: giant coils, nervous scientists, terrified sailors, 

and a greenish glow wrapping the hull as if the ocean itself were opening a door.

The myth says that on October 28, 1943, at the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard, the Eldridge did not merely 

vanish from radar. It vanished from sight. Then, as if someone had cut and pasted reality, it appeared for 

a few minutes in Norfolk, Virginia, more than 300 kilometers away. Then it returned. And that is where 

the story stops being amazing and turns into a nightmare: sailors fused into metal, men driven insane, 

bodies becoming invisible without warning. Science, horror, and conspiracy served on the same tray.

The public spark arrived in 1955, not from a laboratory, but from a set of strange letters. A man named 

Carl Meredith Allen, who also signed as Carlos Miguel Allende, wrote to astronomer and author Morris 

K. Jessup. Jessup had published a book about UFOs, and Allen told him he had witnessed, from another 

merchant ship, the SS Andrew Furuseth, the Eldridge evaporating. To add drama, his letters were packed 

with capital letters, warnings, and sentences that sounded as if they had been typed by someone who 

had just run out of a locked room.
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Then came the detail that made the myth immortal: the so-called Varo edition. In 1957, the Office of Naval 

Research received a copy of Jessup's book covered in mysterious notes in three handwriting styles. It 

looked like a secret conversation between people who knew too much. The Navy printed a small number 

of mimeographed copies to examine the matter. And when a military institution photocopies a strange 

book, the internet does not exist yet, but the conspiracy is already being born.

• A real ship: the USS Eldridge.

• A doubtful witness: Carl Allen.

• An intrigued writer: Morris K. Jessup.

• A real wartime procedure: reducing a ship's magnetic signature.

So, was there teleportation? Or are we looking at one of the greatest magnetic confusions of the 

twentieth century? The answer begins with an unglamorous word: degaussing.

Degaussing: the real trick behind the green smoke
Degaussing does not open portals or bend space. It is much more modest, and that is exactly why it 

is so useful for dismantling the myth. During the Second World War, steel ships could trigger magnetic 

mines. Picture a mine as a sleeping guard dog on the seafloor: it cannot see, it cannot hear, but it can 

sense the magnetic field of a huge metal hull passing above it. If the magnetic signal was strong enough, 

the mine exploded. The solution was to wrap ships with electrical cables to cancel part of that field, a 

little like noise-canceling headphones: they do not erase the outside world, they produce an opposite 

signal that reduces what reaches you.

That process, called degaussing, was absolutely real. It was used during the war. It involved cables, coils, 

electric current, technicians, and secrecy. To someone watching from a distance, it could look deeply 

strange. A sailor might see electrical gear, restricted procedures, and men working under military orders. 

Add enough rumor, and that becomes invisibility. Not optical invisibility, but invisibility to mines. The word 

invisible is dangerous: it enters through a technical door and escapes through a science-fiction window.

The USS Eldridge existed, but its log does not support the legend
The USS Eldridge was a real destroyer escort, built by the Federal Shipbuilding and Drydock Company in 

Newark, New Jersey. It was launched in July 1943 and commissioned on August 27 of that year. Its naval 

records, examined for decades by researchers and journalists, do not place it evaporating in Philadelphia 
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on October 28. At that stage, the ship was involved in normal trials, training, and movements expected 

from a newly commissioned vessel. Nothing in the deck logs confirms an instant jump to Norfolk.

The United States Navy has officially denied the experiment more than once. And this is where we 

should pause. A denial from an institution does not automatically prove the institution is telling the truth. 

Governments have hidden real programs, from nuclear tests to intelligence operations. But historical 

investigation cannot rely on the shortcut: if they deny it, then it happened. That sentence is a counterfeit 

bill wearing the face of logic. We need documents, consistent witnesses, physical traces, cross-checked 

records. In the Philadelphia case, what appears is something else: late accounts, contradictions, and a 

thick fog of storytelling.

Carl Allen: the witness who wrote the myth
Carl Meredith Allen, born in 1925, is the key figure. His 1955 letters to Morris K. Jessup mixed references 

to Einstein, unified fields, UFOs, and a supposed naval experiment. Allen claimed he had served on the 

SS Andrew Furuseth and had witnessed the phenomenon from there. The problem is that his story 

changed, grew more decorated over time, and produced no solid independent proof. Sometimes a myth 

is not born from a perfect lie, but from a story flexible enough to fit every audience.

Jessup, for his part, was open to mystery. He had written about unidentified flying objects and was 

interested in speculative ideas. When he received Allen's letters, he did not simply throw them away. 

Then came the annotated copy of his book, sent to the Office of Naval Research. The notes appeared 

to be written by three different people, but later comparisons suggest Allen was probably behind them. 

In other words, the supposed chorus of secret informants may have been one man changing masks.

The story became darker when Jessup died in Florida in 1959 by suicide. For believers, his death 

became fuel: the researcher knew too much. For historians, it was a human tragedy turned into a 

narrative device. This pattern appears often in conspiracy legends: a real death becomes a dramatic 

final clue, even when no proven line connects it to the alleged secret.

What about the famous trip to Norfolk?
One part of the myth says the Eldridge appeared in Norfolk and was seen by crew members of the 

SS Andrew Furuseth. But the available records do not support that timing. Wartime ship movements, 

harbor restrictions, and ordinary confusion could easily distort perceptions of where a vessel was and 

when. You do not need to teleport a ship to make someone believe he saw it somewhere unexpected. 

Sometimes bad memory, mixed dates, and a story told years later are enough.

Human memory is not a security camera. It is more like a sleepy video editor: it cuts, pastes, improves 

the color, adds music, and sometimes changes the order of the scenes. When we remember, we do not 

open a perfect file; we reconstruct it. If someone hears for years that a ship was in a certain place, he 
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may eventually feel as if he saw it there. That does not mean everyone is lying. It means remembering 

is a biological act, not a photographic print.

The science the myth invokes, and the science that actually exists
The Philadelphia Experiment often invokes Albert Einstein's unified field theory. The phrase sounds 

powerful, like a master key to the universe. In simple terms, Einstein wanted to describe fundamental 

forces within a common framework. But that does not mean electricity could be wrapped around a ship 

and make it vanish. That is like saying that because we understand recipes, we can bake a house. There 

is a huge distance between a mathematical theory and a working machine capable of teleporting tons 

of steel, fuel, weapons, and human beings.

Real teleportation does exist in quantum physics, but not in the movie sense. Since experiments in the 

1990s, including work reported in 1997 by Anton Zeilinger's team and other groups, scientists have 

transferred the quantum state of particles. That means transmitting information about a particle, not 

moving a destroyer from one harbor to another. If a ship were a gigantic library, quantum teleportation 

today would not move the building. It would copy extremely delicate instructions for one microscopic 

letter, under carefully controlled conditions.

Electrical phenomena may also have fed the visual side of the legend. High-voltage equipment can 

produce glows, sparks, or corona effects, a faint light around conductors when air becomes ionized. 

At sea, at night, with humidity, wartime anxiety, and rumors already circulating, a greenish glow can 

become evidence of another dimension. The human brain hates empty spaces. If it sees something 

strange and lacks an explanation, it builds one from available materials: fear, secret technology, and a 

pinch of early Hollywood.

Why we want to believe it
The myth works because it combines three very human desires. First, the suspicion that powerful people 

hide wonders. Second, the fascination with science that feels almost magical. Third, the thrill of being 

among the few who know. Believing in the Philadelphia Experiment can feel like finding a secret door 

behind a bookshelf. We should not mock that feeling. Everyone wants the world to have hidden rooms.

But investigation means testing whether the door exists or whether it is only a shadow shaped like a 

door. In this case, every solid piece points to an earthly explanation: naval degaussing, wartime rumors, 

Carl Allen's letters, exaggerated interpretations, and a popular culture hungry for secrets. The 1984 film, 

later books, and mystery television did the rest. The tale traveled from doubtful correspondence to global 

legend.

• What was real: ships protected against magnetic mines using cables and electric current.
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• What was exaggerated: calling a reduced magnetic signature invisibility.

• What remains unproven: optical disappearance, teleportation, and sailors fused into metal.

• What is genuinely fascinating: how ordinary military technology can become paranormal myth.

The Philadelphia case leaves us with an uncomfortable but liberating lesson: not every incredible story is 

false because it is impossible, but because the evidence does not follow it. And not every real explanation 

is boring. Sometimes learning how a mine detects a ship, how a rumor travels from port to port, and 

how an eccentric letter can ignite a legend is more astonishing than any portal. Truth does not always 

teleport destroyers. But it can move us, in seconds, from belief to the sharp little click of aha.
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