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Imagine finding a book that seems to have fallen from a parallel dimension. It has over two hundred 

pages of ancient, expensive parchment, but what's inside makes no sense. It's written in an alphabet no 

one has ever seen before, with letters that seem to dance between the runic and the fantastic. Its pages 

are filled with drawings: strange plants that don't exist in any terrestrial botanical catalog, astronomical 

diagrams that don't match our sky, and rows of naked women bathing in strange pools connected by 

green pipes that look like human organs.

This is the Voynich Manuscript, the most mysterious object in the history of cryptography. For over 

a century, the world's best experts have tried to break it. US Navy codebreakers who defeated the 

Japanese in World War II tried. Alan Turing, the man who broke the Nazi Enigma code, tried. They 

all failed. Every single one of them. The book became the 'Everest' of cryptographers, an impossible 

mountain to climb that has swallowed reputations and sanity alike.

The legend surrounding the manuscript is as dense as its writing. It is said to be the work of aliens, a 

lost civilization in the center of the Earth, or even Roger Bacon, the legendary monk who supposedly 

discovered the secrets of the universe. Some believe it contains the recipe for the elixir of eternal life; 

others, that it's a travel diary from another galaxy. It is the book that shouldn't exist: a physical, tangible 

object you can touch at Yale University's library, but whose content is an absolute void of meaning.
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• It was discovered in 1912 by bookseller Wilfrid Voynich in a Jesuit college in Italy.

• Carbon-14 testing dates it between 1404 and 1438, the early Renaissance.

• It contains sections on botany, astronomy, biology, cosmology, and pharmacology.

But what if all this effort to decipher it has been the greatest hoax in history? What if the world's most 

mysterious book doesn't hide a secret, but is simply the packaging of a masterfully designed void? Are 

we looking at an unbreakable code or the most brilliant scam of the 15th century?

The Anatomy of an Obsession
To understand the mystery, we first have to understand why it obsesses us. The human brain is a 

pattern-seeking machine. If you see three dots on a wall, your brain tries to form a face. If you hear 

white noise, your mind tries to find a melody. The Voynich Manuscript is the perfect trap for this brain 

function. It looks like a language. It has the structure of a language. But it refuses to be read. It's like 

looking at a very complex lock and spending years manufacturing the perfect key, only to realize that 

behind the lock there is no door, but a brick wall.

The first piece of real evidence that dismantles the myth of its 'alien' or 'mystic' origin is the Carbon-14 

testing conducted in 2009. The results were conclusive: the parchment was manufactured between 1404 

and 1438. This places it firmly in the Renaissance. It is not an object from the future or from another 

planet; it is a product of human technology from six centuries ago. However, this only increased the 

mystery. Who had the resources in 1400 to create such an expensive book, and why would they fill it 

with gibberish?

Zipf's Law: The DNA of Language
This is where the forensic science of linguistics comes in. There is something called Zipf's Law. Basically, 

in any real human language (Spanish, English, Chinese, or Swahili), the frequency of words follows 

a specific mathematical pattern. The most common word appears twice as often as the second most 

common, three times as often as the third, and so on. It's like the heartbeat of a language.

When scientists applied Zipf's Law to the manuscript, they were in for a surprise: 'Voynichese' complies 

with this law. This means the text is not a series of random letters placed by a madman. It has the 

statistical structure of a real language. This for a long time ruled out the idea that it was simple 
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meaningless scribbling. If it is a scam, it is a scam with a level of technical complexity that is terrifying 

for the 15th century.

The 'Cardan Grille' Theory
How can you create something that looks like a language but means nothing? Researcher Gordon 

Rugg proposed an elegant solution: the Cardan Grille. Imagine a wooden board with holes. If you slide 

it over a table full of meaningless syllables and write down what appears in the holes, you can generate 

words that seem to have a logical structure but are pure noise. Rugg demonstrated that a Renaissance 

scammer could have produced the entire manuscript in just a couple of months using this technique.

But what would be the motive? Money. In the 15th and 16th centuries, rare and 'magical' books were 

sold for fortunes to kings and noble collectors. Emperor Rudolf II of Habsburg, for example, bought the 

manuscript for 600 gold ducats, an astronomical sum. Think of it as the 'NFT' of the Middle Ages: an 

object whose value lies not in its utility, but in its exclusivity and the mystical story surrounding it.

The Brain and Linguistic Pareidolia
Why do we keep trying to decipher it if the evidence points to a sophisticated fraud? The answer lies in 

the psychology of pareidolia. We want the mystery to be real. Every few years, a new researcher claims 

to have 'solved' the manuscript. One says it's a lost dialect of Turkish; another, that it's a health guide 

for women in abbreviated Latin; another swears it's a Nahuatl botanical code. The problem is that each 

of these 'discoveries' only translates isolated fragments, forcing the rules until they fit.

It's like looking at a cloud: if I tell you it's shaped like a rabbit, you'll start to see the ears and the tail. 

The Voynich Manuscript is a cloud of ink. It is so vast and so ambiguous that it allows any theory to be 

projected onto it. The manuscript is not a message from the past; it is a mirror of whoever looks at it. 

Occultists see magic, linguists see codes, and scammers see... well, a masterpiece of their craft.

The Beauty of the Hoax
At the end of the day, the Voynich Manuscript teaches us something fascinating about ourselves. We 

prefer a complex and beautiful lie over a simple and boring truth. The idea that it's a medieval scam to 

get money out of a bored emperor is much more likely than the idea of a galactic encyclopedia. But that 

truth takes away the wonder.

Perhaps the true value of the manuscript is not in what it says, but in what it makes us do: research, 

analyze, debate, and dream. The author, whoever they were, achieved the longest-running magic trick 

in history. They created an object that has kept its secret for 600 years, not because the secret is very 

deep, but because the secret is likely that there is no secret. And in a world where Google has an answer 
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for everything, there is something strangely comforting about a book that refuses to be known. It is the 

reminder that, sometimes, the search for the truth is more important than the truth itself.
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