ARCHIVOS CLASIFICADOS: DESMITIFICANDO LO IMPOSIBLE - EPISODE 1

The Bloop: The Mysterious Deep Sea Sound
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Imagine you are in a completely dark room. You cannot see your own hands, but your ears are on high
alert. Suddenly, you hear a crack. It is not just any crack; it is a roar that seems to come from the very

foundations of the building, something so massive it makes your bones vibrate. Now, transfer deeling to
the most inhospitable place on the planet: the abyss of the Pacific Ocean. In 1997, a group of scientists
from NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) encountered exactly that. It was not a

whisper, nor a technical interference. It was a sound that history would dub 'The Bloop'.

What makes this case the perfect start for our archives is its scale. Underwater microphones, originally
designed during the Cold War to detect Soviet submarines, picked up an ultra-low frequency that lasted
barely a minute. But here is the twist: that sound was detected by sensors located more than 5,000
kilometers apart. To give you an idea, it is as if someone screamed in Madrid and was heard perfectly
in Moscow. Experts were stunned. No known animal, not even the blue whale, which is the largest living
being to have ever stepped (or swum) on Earth, has the lung capacity or acoustic power to generate

such a roar.

The scientific community and paranormal enthusiasts were quick to react. Theories emerged that

seemed taken out of a science fiction novel:

« A giant squid of epic proportions, much larger than the legendary Kraken?

* An unknown species of marine dinosaur that survived extinction in the depths?
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* Or perhaps something darker and more ancient, like the awakening of Cthulhu, H.P. Lovecraft's
deity?

The most disturbing thing was not just the power of the sound, but its acoustic signature. Marine
biologists agreed on something: the Bloop's profile looked suspiciously like that of a living being. It had
frequency variations that recalled the songs of cetaceans, but on a titanic scale. It was as if the ocean
itself was trying to tell us something. The question that kept the world in suspense for years was simple
yet terrifying: if the sound was biological, what kind of colossal creature was hiding in the darkness of

the abyss, capable of making a blue whale look like a small goldfish?

The Anatomy of an Acoustic Monster

To understand why the world went crazy with the Bloop, we first have to understand how sound works
underwater. Water is an exceptional conductor of sound, much more efficient than air. While on the
surface sound scatters and is lost quickly, in the ocean there is something called the 'SOFAR Channel’
(Sound Fixing and Ranging). Imagine it as an infinite corridor with glass walls where sound bounces

around without losing much energy. It is the 'Internet' of whales.

When Dr. Christopher Fox of NOAA analyzed the Bloop, he noticed that the sound increased in
frequency for about a minute. In the world of acoustics, this is known as a 'biological spectrogram'.
Mechanical noises, such as a boat engine or a bomb explosion, are usually constant or decay abruptly.
But the Bloop seemed 'organic'. It was as if something had taken a breath and let out a deep scream.
If we compare a graph of the Bloop with that of a blue whale, they are almost cousins, except for one
detail: the Bloop was significantly more powerful. So much so that if a whale had wanted to produce it,
it would have had to be about 250 meters long. To give you an idea, that is almost three professional

football fields joined together.

The Geography of Terror

This is where the mystery takes on a literary hue that seems like a bad joke from fate. Scientists
triangulated the origin of the sound and placed it at a remote point in the South Pacific, near 50° S
and 100° W. Cosmic horror fans jumped in their seats: those coordinates are astonishingly close to the
location H.P. Lovecraft gave in 1928 for R'lyeh, the sunken city where the monster Cthulhu sleeps his
eternal dream. Could it be that fiction was meeting reality? The human brain loves patterns. We love

connecting dots, and the coincidence between science and myth was too juicy to ignore. For years, the
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Bloop was the banner that monsters still exist on maps, right where ancient cartographers wrote 'Hic
sunt dracones' (Here be dragons).

The Detective Enters the Scene: Debunking the Myth

But as in any good thriller, false clues abound. The problem with the 'biological monster' theory is
biology itself. A 250-meter-long being would face impossible physical challenges. Water pressure at
those depths would crush any lung cavity necessary to produce that sound. Furthermore, what would
such a monster eat? The ocean is vast, but there is hot enough biomass to feed a marine Godzilla
without us noticing a collapse in the food chain. The forensic investigator of truth does not get carried

away by epic narratives; he looks for material evidence.

The answer began to take shape when monitoring technology improved. Between 2005 and 2012, NOAA
deployed a network of hydrophones closer to Antarctica. And then, they started listening. They heard

'bloops', 'trains', 'slow downs', and a variety of strange sounds that sounded like the moans of a giant. But
this time, they had the camera (or the microphone) in the right place. The culprit did not have tentacles,

or scales, or eyes the size of plates. The culprit was ice.

The Broken Glass Analogy

Imagine you have a giant glass rod, the size of a skyscraper. Now, imagine it breaking in half due to
its own weight. That crack is massive, violent, and releases a brutal amount of energy. What scientists
discovered is that the Bloop was not a scream, but an ‘icequake’. When large icebergs tear away from
Antarctic ice shelves, or when giant icebergs run aground on the seafloor and fracture, they generate

ultra-low frequency sound waves that can travel thousands of kilometers through the SOFAR channel.

Why did it seem biological? Here enters the irony of nature. The way ice cracks and groans, with its
multiple micro-fractures before the final collapse, creates an acoustic signature that tricks our brain
into believing there is an 'intention' or a 'breath’ behind it. It is a physical phenomenon that mimics the
complexity of life. It is the same principle by which we sometimes see faces in the clouds (pareidolia),
only in this case it is an 'auditory pareidolia’. We hear a monster because the sound is too big to be

something inanimate... or so we thought.

Final Reflection: The Monster that Does Exist

At the end of the day, the Bloop was officially identified as the sound of a large iceberg cracking and
fracturing. An event known as 'calving'. The mystery was solved, but the lesson remains. The myth of the
Bloop was fueled by our need to believe that the world is still a magical and dangerous place, that there

are secrets that science cannot explain. And in part, it is true. Although the Bloop is not a monster, the
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reality is perhaps more imposing: we live on a planet so alive and dynamic that the simple movement
of its ice can shake the foundations of the ocean and be heard halfway around the world.

» The sound was not an animal, but geophysics in action.
» The coincidence with Lovecraft's coordinates was just that: a statistical coincidence.
« Science did not kill the mystery, it simply exchanged it for a natural wonder.

Sometimes, the truth is not a hidden monster in the abyss, but the reminder that we are passengers on
a spaceship called Earth, which creaks and moves under our feet. The Bloop is no longer a classified
archive of cryptozoology, but a symphony of climate change and planetary physics. And that, if you think

about it, is much more fascinating than any giant squid.
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